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THERE was a beautiful adapta- 
tion in many of the accompany- 
ing circumstances of his death. 
The time—the morning of the 
day of the Lord,—the place—a 
room which had often witnessed 
the secret and fervent prayer,— 
the morning sun, streaming down 
its golden brilliancy,—the re- 
splendent serenity of the sky,—the 
stillness of the hour, ere dissipa- 
tion and riot were yet abroad in 
the streets of the great city, all, 
in their peace, their brightness, 
and their purity, seemed to unite 
in shedding a glow of holy tri- 
umph upon the last moment of 
the departing saint. Moment, we 
say—for it was but a moment; 
and a hand too gentle to be felt 
had loosed the silver chord and 
Vor. VI—New Series. 








broken the golden bow]; and he, 
that scarce an hour before, had 
spoken of uniting in the worship 
of the congregation, ceased to be 
a dweller upon earth. The pro- 
mise which the dying Withington 
had made, to be the first to greet 
his pastor welcome home, was no 
doubt fulfilled. 

Fancy may perhaps be forgiven 
if she finds in the volume which 
employed his last thoughts on 
earth, a happy adaptation to the 
circumstances of hisdeath. The 
sentence on which his eye would 
seem to have cast its last look, 
(Edwards’ Works, Vol. 4. p. 201.) 
was one of the many in which Ed- 
wards is employed in heaping 
proof upon proof, and with all his 
characteristic strength of collect- 
ed argument, making “ demon- 
stration doubly sure,” in showing 
that it is possible to have strong 
and deep feelings of the excellen- 
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cy of the character of God, and 
yet be wanting in the temper of 
true Christianity. Directly oppo- 
site was the situation of his mind. 
He had, in a large measure, the 
genius and spirit of true Chris- 
tianity, although, at the moment, 
he probably felt no remarkable 
elevation of feeling. He proved 
what he read, and rose, in con- 
firmation of the truth, to that 
Heaven, where the “ affections’’ 
never wander. 

On the 22d of May, 1825, at 
about 20 minutes before 10, A.M. 
he entered into his rest. On the 
following Tuesday, his remains 
were interred from the meeting 
house in Oliver-street, after an 
affecting funeral discourse, pro- 
nounced by one who had travelled 
with him, in the Christian and 
ministerial path many days, the 
venerable John Stanford. “ The 
rest of the labouring man” of God 
“is sweet,’ formed the basis of 
the discourse. 


The memory of the just is | 


blessed. Few men equalled John 


Williams in the consistency of | 


his Christian character asa whole. 
We frequently see some one indi- 
vidual excellence carried out into 
glorious exercise at the expense 
and to the neglect of other vir- 
tues; but in his character, all the 
traits of true Christianity seemed 
to unite their beauty, without 
giving to any one feature an un- 
seemly prominence. His zeal was 
ardent, but united with the great- 
est prudence. That prudence, 
instead of degenerating into craft- 


most perfect simplicity; simpli- 
city was tempered by meekness, 
yet his meekness had, for its 
' basis, strong decision of charac- 
|ter, and unbending firmness of 
' principle. He never insulted 
i charity by offering to sacrifice on 
her altar the truth “as it is in 
| Jesus,” and yet he never hoped to 
advance the cause of truth by 
bringing to her defence bigotry 
and intolerance. He loved the 
image of the Saviour wherever he 
found it, and it was not the bar- 
rier of his own sect, or the badge 
of another, that could prevent 
him from acknowledging his 
union in spirit with those whom 
the same Redeemer had pur- 
chased with the same blood. As 
a minister of the gospel, he lived 
the gospel. Charitable to the 
poor of his flock, profuse of his 
labours, and constant in his visits, 





| 


it was his meat and his drink to 
do the will of his heavenly Father, 
in showing mercy and kindness 
to the afflicted and the desolate 
He carried the consolations of the 
gospel into the meanest hovels, 
and never shrunk from entering 
the deepest cellar, or the filthiest 
den, in which misery and grief 
had enshrouded themselves. It 
is believed, that in this employ it 
was, that he imbibed the conta- 
gion of that fever which had so 
nearly proved fatal; and when, 
during the last winter of his life, 
he was confined by the weather to 
his house, his most feeling la- 
mentations were, that he was pre- 








ieee from seeing the poor and 


iness, was accompanied by the f the afflicted of the flock. In hos- 
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pitality, he always endeavoured to 
maintain the character of a primi- 
tive bishop; and the brethren from 
every part of the country were 
ever cheerfully welcomed to his 
table and his dwelling. ‘In the 
meetings of the church, he is de- 
scribed as presiding with a mo- 
deration and calmness that never 
deserted him. His opinion was 
not given until all had spoken; it 
was modest and brief, and mould- 
ed with the kindest deference for 
contending opinions, and there- 
fore it was generally decisive. 
No man sought authority less. 
Never an action of his life as- 
sumed the character of “ lording 
it over God’s heritage.” The 
peace of the church gave peace 
and comfort to him; when they 
were agitated he was distressed, 
and many a sleepless night testi- 
fied the anxiety which preyed in 
secret upon his spirit, when con- 
tention and bitterness had sprung 
up among the household of faith. 
It was to this pacific, gentle, and 
forbearing spirit, that he was in- 
debted for much of his usefulness 
and much of his influence. His 
advice was the more regarded, 
because it was known to come 
from a mind unbiassed by pas- 
sion. He never lent himself. to a 
party, and all parties honoured 
him. In the pulpit, he was not in- 
vested with that eloquence which 
delights while it dazzles a polite 
audience. His language was not 
at all times “furbelowed and 
flounced”’ with grammatical nice- 
ty, and his gestures wanted the 
eracefulness of practised oratorv. 





| But circumstances like these were 
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overlooked in one who never 
seemed to enter the pulpit but un- 
der a view of the vastness and 
solemnity of his charge. His 
spirit was in the work. His ex- 
hortations and admonitions were 
earnest, simple, and frequent. He 
had about him, that fervour of 
feeling which is the very soul of 
true eloquence ; and although he 
never ceased to feel the disadvan- 
tage of preaching a language ac- 
quired late in life, his devoted 
zeal, his willingness to be as no- 
thing in the hands of Him “who 
is the fulness of all things,” set 
him above the fear and beyond 
the reach of puny criticism. Pro- 
vided he was but understood, he 
seemed careless of the garb and 
style in which he came forth, “a 
dying man to dying men.” The 
event showed, that he had chosen 
the right path. He who con- 
founds the wisdom of the wise 
of this world, made him an ac- 
ceptable and useful minister of 
that gospel,which was first preach- 
ed by fishermen and tent makers. 
The careless simplicity of his 
style, proved to the man of ob- 
servation, that his spirit was set 
upon the substance of his minis- 
try, and, like “the brave negli- 
gence of antiquity,” delighted, 
because it showed a mind intent 
on higher thoughts than the point- 
ing of a maxim, or the rounding 
of a sentence. 

The foregoing observations, let 
it be remembered, are applied to 
the manner, not to the matter of 
his discourses. Let it not be sup- 
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posed, that his sermons were the 
unstudied effusions of indolence 
and ignorance. He was, in truth, 
a close student, given to much 
reading, well versed in theology, 
both practical, doctrinal, and po- 
lemic. He had attentively studi- 
ed the most valuable divines of 
England and America, both con- 
troversialists and commentators. 
Of the latter, his favourite was | 
Henry, and his pulpit exercises in | 
their simplicity and earnestness, | 
and their numerous and beautiful | 
allusions to familiar occurrences, | 
seem to have been partly formed | 
on the model of that admirable 
writer. He made no pretensions | 
to learning, but of theological | 
learning he was certainly possess- | 
ed in a high degree; and the size | 
of a library, gradually acquired, | 
witnessed his fondness for books. 
The truth is, that he devoted 
much labour and study to his pul- 
pit ministrations, and at his death, | 
he left behind him more than two | 
thousand manuscript skeletons of 
sermons. | 

His studies were mingled with | 
prayer. In prayer, he steeped 
the seed of the word, which with 





prayer he scattered. Prayer was | 


his grand weapon; but there 
were certain times, in which, 
rising as it were beyond himself, 
he seemed to wield it with more 
than human strength. Those who 
have kneeled for any length of 
time around his family altar, can- 
not but remember with what pe- 
culiar unction and earnestness he 
came among them to the duty of 
family prayer, on the evening pre- | 








| ceding the Sabbath. Always fiu- 


ent and vehement in his petitions, 
on Saturday night, his spirit 
seemed to glow with warmer feel- 
ings, and in his preparations for 
the exercises of the coming day, 
his lips seemed to have been 
touched as with a live coal from 
off the altar. It was, in general, 
late before he descended from his 
study into the room where the 


family was assembled. His coun- 


tenance, his air, and conversation, 
all bore marks of his having en- 
joyed communion unutterable, 
“that the world knoweth not of.” 
There was a burning urgency, an 
emphasis of humility in every pe- 
tition that trembled on his lips, 
and his words came seemingly 
too slow and too weak to give ut- 
terance to his feelings. 


* When one, that holds communion with the skies, 
“ Has fill’d his urn where these pure waters rise, 

“ And once more mingles with us meaner things, 
“* Tis e’en as if an angel shook his wings ; 

“ Immortal fragrance fills the circuit wide.” 


On the evening of the Sabbath 
also, when the labours of the day 
were closed, he seemed to enjoy 
unusual happiness. Inthe services 
of the morning, he would often 
complain of constraint; but with 
the number of his exercises, (for 
he generally preached three times 
a day,) his freedom and zeal 
seemed to increase. “ One Sab- 
bath nearer the end,’ was his 
usual exclamation before retiring 
on that evening to rest, and he 
always seemed to speak it with 
the tone of a labourer delighted 
in the employ that fatigued him, 
looking forward with pleasure, 
but without impatience, to. the 
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rest of the weary and the home of || 
t ay-worn. 
The strength of his mind has) 





were always copious, The alle- 
gorizing taste, which finds every 
doctrine in every text, he disliked 


been underrated by those far his too heartily to imitate. The grand 
inferiors in intellect. He had re- || feature of his mental as well as of 


ceived from Heaven a strong, 
natural understanding. He had 
much of what Locke has some- 
where styled, & large, 
round about sense,”’ In early life, | 
he had, from principles which we 
cannot but honour, even while we 
lament their application, declined | 
availing himself of the advantages 

of a classical education. A man | 
of less good sense would have af | 
fected to despise the critical | 
learning he was conscious of| 
wanting, but such was not John | 
Williams. He spoke often of | 
neglected opportunities, and spoke | 
always with the deepest regret; | 
while, to the last of his life, he 

was a supporter and promoter “| 





| 
! 


sound, 





Education Societies for the in- 
struction of pious young men for 
the ministry. His own case was 
a strong instance of the truth, 
that the Head of the church often 
gives to intellect and piety the 
success and graces which he de- 
nies to mere human learning; but 
he was never encouraged by suc- 
eess to act upon the principle of 
making himself a blockhead, in 
the hope that God would make 
him an apostle. He sought learn- 
ing eagerly and constantly, and by 
diligent study, acquired a mass 
of general information, far from 








common. In the structure of his 
discourses, he exhibited great) 
judgment. His divisions were | 





few and natural, yet his sermons 4 


his moral character, was simpli- 


city. He was less anxious for 
‘what was novel, than for what 


was true. He sought rather the 
useful than the pleasing. He did 
not profess to hold forth the truth 
as the result of atrain of elabo- 
rate reasoning, but he stated the 
doctrine with the simplicity of 
one perfectly convinced of its 
truth, proved it briefly, pressed it 
warmly, and left the rest to Hea- 
ven. In his ministry, his temper, 
perhaps, led him to dwell rather 
on the beauties of the gospel, than 
on the terrors of the law; to ho- 
ver rather around the milder 
graces of Zion, than amid the 
darkness and thunders of Sinai; 
but he delivered few ‘sermons, 
pe:haps none, in which the un- 
godly were not pointedly address- 
ed. Inthe discussion of a con- 
troverted point in the social cir- 
cle, his good sense was exhibited 
in the same unpretending manner. 
It accorded neither with his hab- 
its nor his wishes to discuss the 
argument at length. Some well 
put question, some pithy maxim, 
when others had ceased to speak, 
expressed at once his wisdom and 
modesty. He might, perhaps, 
have been unable, from the de- 
fects of his early education, to 
give a regular account of the se- 
ries and connexion of the steps 
by which he arrived atan opinion; 
but good sense in general led him 
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to the right and true one. It was 
enough, that he reached the port, 


without recollecting each tack | 


ard bearing of the voyage. 

His sentiments, on what has 
been called the modern question, 
and on most others, perhaps on 
all debateable points, agreed with 
those maintained by Fuller. Ed- 
wards, Owen, and Fuller, might 
be called his triumvirate in doc- 
trinal theology. He had studied 
all, deeply and repeatedly. A fa- 
vourite class of writings with him, 
was the works of the Puritans 
and Nonconformists of England. 


——— 


a 


been his friend, was ever enjj ly 
alienated from him. Indeed¥the 
manner in which he carried the 
temper of Christianity into the 
duties of every day life, gave a 
uniform beauty to his character 
which was irresistibly pleasing. 
With acute natural feelings he 
combined great fortitude. Chris- 
tianity taught the one to flow out 
‘into continual out goings of love 
| towards mankind, and heightened 
| the exercise of the other, into the 
most uncomplaining, childlike re- 
signation. His ministerial path 
had been strewed with many mer- 








From the more familiar beauties | 
| > 
| and its roughness. 


of Henry and Bunyan, up to the 
sublimity and grandeur of Owen 
and Charnock, he had attentively 
perused the most distinguished 
works produced by that venerable 
race of confessors, “ men of whom 
the world was not worthy.”’ 

Of his own acquirements, he 
thought most humbly. A ser- 
mon delivered before the New- 
York Missionary Society, at a 
time when that body was com- 
posed of various denominations, 
was, with the exception of a few 
Association Letters, his first and 
last effort as an author. Of Mis- 
sionary and Bible Societies, it is 
almost needless to say, he was a} 
Grm supporter from the first mo- 
ment of his acquaintance with 
them, to the last of his life. 

As aman, 2 relative, and a 
friend, to know was to love him. 
The unaffected benignity of his 
manners, his sincerity, and his 


cies, but it had had also its thorns 
He spoke 
often and feelingly of the one, 
scarcely ever ofthe latter. In the 
walks of public and the shades of 
private life, he exhibited the same 
spirit of dependance and faith. 
He was always, in all places, and 
through every change, and at 
every period, the same mild, 
meek, and patient Christian. He 
had, in a great degree, what may 
be called oneness of character 
Above disguise, and free from 
change, jealousy never clouded 
the warmth of his friendship, 
passion never obscured the wis- 
dom of his judgment. Not that 
this uniformity of character was 
owing to a stagnation of intellect 
and feeling, to a cold and heart- 
less nature. Few excelled him 
in warmth of relative and reli- 
gious feeling. But the zeal which 
ever marked him was enduring 
and equable. Its movements were 
not the occasional ebullitions of 








kindness, gained him friends; and 
srobably, no one who had éiitie | 





heated passions, or the effect of 
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strong external excitement, the 
bubblings of a summer brook, 
noisy and evanescent; but they 
were the gentle and the continued 
overflowings of a living spring of 
charity, ever fed by the love of 
God “shed abroad within his 
heart.” It came down, not likea 
violent storm, sweeping away all 
before it, and levelling the weed 
and the flower in one common 


ruin; but it was a calm and steady | 


shower, fertilizing as it fell, and 
witnessed in its effects by the 
beauty and freshness of the scene- 
ry it watered. He possessed, in 
a great degree, perseverance of 
character, not the obstinacy which 
disgusts or the sternness which 
awes, but a settled adherence toa 
plan cautiously and deliberately 
formed. It was never his unhap- 
piness to feel that restless vacilla- 
tion, that constant change of ob- 
ject, motive, and pursuit, which 
ruins all influence and all happi- | 
ness. He did not venture rashly | 
on every splendid speculation that , 
presented itself ; but when he had | 
once embarked with serious and 
prayerful deliberation, it was not 
a slight tempest or a passing 
cloud that ceuld drive him back. 
This temper may, in some Cases, 
have assumed the appearance of 
obstinacy, but it was the stub- 
bornness of an upright mind too 
strong to bend, too well rooted to 
be shaken. 

Such a character could not but 
eommand respect, even from 
those who thought differently. 











Men, proud of their infidelity, 
have done homage to his transpa- 





rent sincerity ; and scoffers, who 
have delighted themselves with 
ridiculing the religion of others 
as hypocrisy, have been known 
to eulogize him. Their eulogy 
was not bought by unmanly con- 
cessions and cowardly disguise. 
He spoke earnestly and feeling y 
on the subject of religion, it mat- 
tered not where or before whom; 
but there was no attempt at dis- 
play, and they who hated: his 
principles were awed by the evi- 
dent purity of his motives. His 
gravity was as free from all tinc- 
ture of moroseness, as was his 
mildness from all levity. The 
gentleness of his temper seemed 
to beam from his countenance, 
and words of kindness distilled 
from his lips. In the church and 
in the world, he was eminently a 
man of peace. He sacrificed feel- 
ing, convenience, ‘interest, and 
every thing but principle, to this 
darling object of affection. And 
among the frailties, which must 
ever attach themselves to human- 
ity, it was perhaps the leading 
one in his character, that he yield- 
ed too tamely to the will of others. 

Humility seemed inwrought 
into the very texture of his mind. 
He displayed it, not in loud and 
nauseating professions of self- 
abasement, but in a reluctance to 
speak of his own feelings and his 
own doings; in a willingness to 
be the least in greatness and the 
last in honours. This was not 
assumed, because it was display- 
ed more in deeds than in words. 
When he would occasionally men- 


‘tion himself, he always. spoke 
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with the deepest lowliness; but 
it was a subject on which he did 
not often touch, on which he 


seemed unwilling to waste a; 


thought. He scarcely mentioned 
even the success in his ministry 
which had delighted his heart. 
To all the varied duties of the 
pastoral office, he seemed anxious 
to apply the precept first spoken 


of almsgiving, “Let not thy left 


hand know what thy right hand 
doeth.”” During the whole course 
of his ministry, itis not remem- 
bered, that he ever used, ina dis- 
course from the pulpit, the pro- 
noun “ I,”’ (as applied to himself,) 
or that his sermons ever contain- 
ed, with the exception that fol- 
lows, any open allusion, however 
pardonable, to the events of his 
own life, or the workings of his 
own heart. Was it that he was 
deficient in the feeling of what he 
taught, or had he no stores from 
personal observation from which 
todraw? Thecontrary was emi- 
nently the fact! his sermons were 
mostrich in Christian experience. 
But he feared all appearance of 
preaching himself rather than his 
Master. One feature was ever 
the prominent character in the 
foreground of every sermon. He 
held up the Saviour, and was him- 
self concealed in the shade. 

On his recovery from the yel- 
low fever in 1798, he chose, for 
his subject, on appearing again 
among his people, the 8th and 9th 
verses of Psalm cxvi. The 
same text formed the basis of his 
discourse on the afternoon of Sun- 





_— 
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which he delivered before he went 
up to that church where minis- 
trations and ordinances are at an 
end. Its selection, inthe latter 
instance, showed that he consid. 
ered himself, in some measure, 
restored to health. The issue 
proved, that the thoughts of 
the Lord were high above his 





thoughts. 

A life like his, however barren 
in incident, cannot but be most 
fertile in instruction. Is there a 
youth depressed in spirit at com- 
paring his own advantages and 
attainments with the high stand- 
ards around him, let him look to 
the success with which God 
crowned a faithful, self taught la- 
bourer ; and, blushing for his own 
despondency, let him thank God, 
and take courage. Eloquence and 
secular learning are not indispen- 
sable ; and the spirit of faith, and 
prayer, and love, that animated 
John Williams, is more rarely 
found, and when found, is worth 
far more than all the unsanctified 
learning that all the volumes of 
an University can give. Forbid- 
den to shine in the walks of sci- 
ence, let him, who laments the ig- 
norance of his youth, be content 
to share the obscurity together 
with the usefulness of those holy, 
devout, and humble men, 


** Who comfort those, that wait, 

“ To hear plain trath at Judab’s hallowed gate - 

* Their language simple, as their manners meek 

* No shining ornaments have they to seek ; 

“ Nor iabour they, nor time, nor talents waste, 

* In sorting flowers to suit a fickle taste ; 

“ But while they speak the wisdom of the skies, 
* “Which art can only darken and disguise, 

« Th’ abundant harvest, recompense divine, 

“ Repays their work.” 





day, March 20th, the last sermon 





But let such a man remember too, 
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how assiduously the subject of 
this memoir toiled to supply the 
want he so deeply regretted, and 
let him never be guilty of despis- 
ing knowledge. Is there one, 
who, on the contrary, hopes by 
fancied eloquence to gain and se- 
cure the love and respect of his 
people? To him let this humble 
biography speak—“The most 
touching and powerful of all elo- 
quence, is the eloquence of a holy, 
harmless life, and even that may 
fail.” 

Is there one who fears to min- 
gle too familiarly with the flock 
under his charge, lest intimacy 
wear off that dignity which should 
attach itself to the minister of the 
gospel; to him would we say, 
“Few men visited more faithful- 
ly,” fulfilling to the very letter, 
the apostolic practice, “ preach- 
ing from house to house,” than 
did John Williams ; and few more 
thoroughly gained and more de- 
votedly preserved the affections 
of his congregation, than did he. 
We almost fancy, that we yet see 
him, at an early hour, setting out 
on his route of pastoral visitation, 
or, at alate hour, returning from 
it, exhausted with fatigue; and 
we gaze upon the picture, till we 
almost forget that he is where 
the flock are exempt from sick- 
ness, and the shepherd from fa- 
tigue. Is there one whose imagi- 
nation has dwelt upon the sub- 
limer speculations, the more ro- 
mantic and shadowy views of the 
Christian pastorship, tll he has 
become weary of the common and 
every day employments of amin- 
Vor. VI.— New Seriax 








ister—till his mind has grown 
disgusted with the tedious rounds 
of sermons and visits, which, he 
must travel from January to De- 
cember ;—until, in fine, he begins 
to grasp at something better and 
larger, and more adapted to his 
talents? Let him know that the 
path of humility is the path to 
usefulness; and that it will re- 
quire all his wisdom to tread it 
without deviation. John Wil- 
liams had no splendid generaliza- 
tions to talk of, and to labour 
about, and to find in their failure 
an excuse for the neglect of hum- 
bler duties. He had no new and 
grand views of human nature to 
propose, no novel methods and 
machinations for subduing the 
world, that were to sweep away 
at once, the stubborn enmity of 
the human heart, and effect what 
the eloquence and wisdom of Paul 
were too weak to accomplish. On 
the contrary, he knew that man 
was ever the same—that the en- 
mity of the human heart was ever 
the same; and that the remedy 
for that enmity was at all times 
but one. Instead of looking to 
some new system of theology, or 
some original plan of sermonizing, 
he looked to Heaven and trod the 
beaten path, the path that had 
been worn by the feet of apostles 
and martyrs, the path of humble 
faith. That, path led him to a 
high stand in the church of God. 
He had gone unto his task, anx- 
ious to do a little good asina 
corner, and blushed to find, by 
the praises he received, that he 
had been doing more than bis 
°T 
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Jouder neighbours. He knew that 
there was One, without whom hx 
could do nothing, with whom he 
could do all things. To that One 
he prayed; in His name stood 
up; in His name went forth ; with 
His name began; and with His 
name ended. It was the Alpha 
and the Omega of his thoughts, 
his words, his prayers, and his 
Yabours. In the might of this sin 
gle-eyed faith he laboured and re- 
turned, bearing his sheaves, re- 
joicing, and trampling on every 
obstacle. 

In ‘this imperfect and feeble 
sketch of a most excellent charac- 
ter, we would not that descrip- 
tion should swell into panegyric. 
Were the lamented subject of it 
now on earth, nothing to him 
would be more displeasing. His 
graces and gifts were but the faint 
reflection of light from above. 
He was but an instrument in a 
“mightier hand; by that hand he 
was at first moulded, and by the 
same hand afterward employed 
to build up the church of Christ. 
His virtues are held up, not to be 
praised, but that their exhibition 
may awaken others to emulation, 
that they, “beholding his good 
works, may ‘glorify his Father 
which is in Heaven,’ and become 
“followers of” him who“ through 
faith and patience,” is now “ in- 
heriting the promises.” A life so 
modest would be ill adorned by 
‘indiscreet encomium. Were it 
for as to choose, and, unconsult- 
ed, to give an unasked opinion, 
the monament, that is to mark his 








grave, as well as every other ob-| 
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ject intended to perpetuate his 
memory, should, in its wnorna- 
mented simplicity, be like him 
whose name it bears, and its only 
inscription should be— 
“JOHN WILLIAMS, 
A MAN OF GOD. 


Born 8th of March, (W. 8.) 1767. 
Died 22d of May, 1825.” 


Let who will, claim a higher euloxy / 

To the private Christian, no 
less than to him who fills the sa- 
cred desk, the life of Mr. W. may 
teach the wisdom of that Provyi- 
dence which shrouds its paths in 


| darkness. The eye that saw him 


a crippled peasant boy on the 
mountains of Wales, would not 
easily have detected im him the 
seeds of future greatness, the sta- 
mina of intellectual and moral 
strength. But the eye that marks 
the sparrow’s fall, and guides the 
wanderings of every mote of dust 
that dances in the sun-beam, saw 
otherwise. God had marked and 
chosen him for a leader of his Is- 
rael. The eye of an unseen, and 
as yet unacknowledged, Provi- 
dence, was on his early path. Its 
care shielded him from danger, 
and fixed the course in which his 
character should be formed. The 
hand of his Heavenly Father 
meted out to him the afflictions 
that should exercise, and the con- 
solations that should support 
him. That hand brought him, at 
an early age, into the ways of his 
commandments, and led him in 
safety and péace in all his jour- 
neyings through his native land, 
“by a way that he knew not; 
it finally conducted him over the 
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waste of waters to a foreign shore, 
and there fixed him, against his 
owk expectations, as acity set on 
a hill, a burning and a shining 
light. That light is not yet 
quenched; still his example 
speaks. 
ing in our ears, and the fruits of 
his labours are yet before our eyes. 
We cannot but remember him, 
with lamentation for ourselves, 
with rejoicing forhim. The tears 
that will find their way at the re- 
collection of his loss, are bright- 


has been on earth, of what he is 
now in Heaven. 


Thrice happy they who slcep in God, 
Securely wafted o’er the flood 
To Canaan’s peaceful shore: 
Whose lives were as a daily death, 
Who walk’d with God and liv’d by faith, 
And now shal! die no more, 
Such, gracious Lord, we wish to be, 
Such was our pastur, now with Thee. Toplady. 


-V. York, July 4, 1825. W. 








His words are yet ring- | 


ly drawn out towards you. I can- 
not help embracing you (if not as 
a brother beloved in the Lord) as 
a fellow sinner, under the same 
condemnation by nature with my- 
self, capacitated to enjoy the same 
grace, to receive the same mercy, 
and for whose peace and salva- 
tion the blood of the covenant is 
equally efficacious. Despair not; 
there is hope concerning you. 
But my feelings are nothing in 
this matter. I must exercise the 
bestof my judgment, and be as 
faithful as I am capable of being. 
First, It appears to me that 
you are wounded, I will not say 
how deeply. You say that you 
cannot love God—you cannot 
hate sin—you cannot tremble at 
the prospect of judgment—you 
have no desire to glorify that God 
who is your Creator, and ought to 
be supreme in your affections. 
All this is lamentable indeed, and 
calls for the deepest humiliation 





COMMUNICATIONS. 
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RELIGIOUS CORRESPONDENCE, 





LETTER VI, 
A. to B. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I nave perused yours of the 4th 
and 3ist ult. with attention; and 
I confess I find considerable diffi- 
culty in replying to a// the im- 
portant points which they con- 
tain. 


in general. My feelings are much 


I will, however, attempt to 
say afew things by way of answer 


and self-abhorrence ; but what is 
worse, you say nature predomi- 
nates, and you act upon it,. I| sin- 
cerely pity you, and that from 
bitterexperience. “ O, wretched 
man that Iam }’’ this body isa 
body of death indeed—yes, of a 
double death—and who can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean? 
Not one. Now what remedy has 
the poor sinner? An ocean of 
tears will not wash away one 
stain; infinite millions will not 
purchase one blessing; all the 
blood of beasts and of men that 
could be shed, will not atone for 
one transgression; the torments 





excited, and my sympathy great- 





of millions of the cursed will only 
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produce an enhancement of their 
criminality, and consequently an 
increase of punishment. Now 
what can be done on our part? I 
answer, nothing, We cannot pre- 
pare our hearts, nor subdue our 
corruptions, nor direct our affec- 
tions. We cannot fathom the 
depth of our depravity, and by 
searching we canot find God. 
The moral distance by which we 
are separated is too great for us 
to pass; our natural will is too 
obstinate to attempt or desire it. 
We are, by nature, dead in tres- 
passes and sins, and our wretch- 
edness iscomplete. You will say, 
“If those things are so, our case 
is desperate indeed, and who can 
have the presumption to hope?” 
But further, a righteous God has 
revealed his indignation against 
all this ungodliness of men. His 
justice demands it, and his law 
declares it. His immutable truth 
confirms it, and his power will, in 
due time, execute iton all the im- 
penitent. Thus are we circum- 
stanced; and, alas! how many 
millions of our race are ignorant, 
even of these awful truths. You, 
by nature, can know and feel no 
more of them than the brutes 
which perish. 

Secondly, It was the design of 
God to glorify himself in dis- 
playing the riches of his grace; 
and here, in man, he finds an ob- 
ject suited to his purpose, in the 
fullest sense. His moral govern- 
ment must be maintained; and it 
is honoured and preserved invio- 


ed 


nature, in which the law was 
broken and his justice provoked, 
in this nature he obeys the pre- 
cept, and suffers the penalty of 
that law. In his obedience, jus- 
tice is satisfied, the validity of the 
law maintained, and God can be 
just and justify the ungodly. I 
need not tell you that all this ori- 
ginated in mere favour on the 
part of God ; that he devised the 
plan in his own infinite goodness ; 
and that, in the eternal counsel of 
Jehovah, the Father gave to his 
Son, the Church, as the reward of 
his obedience and suffering, the 
sole condition on which he re- 
ceives it asan inheritance. With 
this, all power and authority are 
committed to him, by which he 
reigns in the full, unlimited, and 
infinite display of his grace and 
mercy. We find him the way of 
|access to the Father, as well as 
| the truth and the life, In him we 
‘recognise all that affection, ten- 
| derness, and pity,which the Scrip- 
tures so repeatedly ascribe to 
God, and which will not apply to 
simple Divine Essence, but to God 
manifest in the flesh. In this high 
prerogative, Jesus FREELY GIVES 
to sinners what cannot be obtained 
in any other way. For this end 
he has caused his gospel to be 
preached, proposing the riches of 
his grace on no other terms than 
for the sinner passively to receive 
what he so freely gives. This 
constitutes the glad tidings of 
great joy, because it brings ample 
relief to helpless sinners. 











late in Jesus Christ his Son; who, 
assuming the likeness of this vile 


I think you are altogether mis- 
taken when you expect to enjoy 
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the assurance that you truly love 
God, in order to your believing on 
him. Faith goes before sensible 
evidence ; neither can you make 
all the discoveries at once which 
your expanded mind stretches 
after, and your secret desires 
crave. You look for too much at 
once. You appear to struggle 
with yourself and your inbred cor- 
rufitions, which is the hardest la- 
bour that you or any mortal ever 
undertook. Itis like a man sink- 
ing in the mire; the more he 
struggles the deeper he sinks. 
All this is owing to native blind- 
ness; and though now you see 
the way, you are afraid to venture 
on it, because it seems so simple. 
What! says the proud heart, shall 
I go to Jesus with all my cor- 
ruptions, reluctances, coldness, 
blindness, want of love to him, 
confess my helplessness, and ex- 
pose to him all my crimes? No; 
I will endeavour to make myself 
alittle better. I must dress my- 
self in something better than 
filthy rags, and wait till Ican sub- 
due some of my worst inclina- 
tions, How true is the saying, 
They stumbled at that stumbling 
stone! So it is with you; but 
you will be brought to it, and 
that, perhaps, after you are terri- 
bly shaken; for if Jesus has 
wounded you with one of his ar- 
rows, it wil] stick in your heart 
till it shal] have pierced it through 
and through; but,what is unspeak- 
able consolation, he has balm, 
ready, and efficacious to heal. J 


wound and I heal, I kill and 1} 
h until David (the beloved) came, 


make alive; therefore my advice 


to you, and my prayer to God for 
you, is, that you may despair of 


| effecting any thing yourself, and 


| be compelled to resign, like the 
| hunted hart, described by Cowper: 


* J was a stricken deer, that Jeft the herd 
“ Long since ; with many an arrow, deep infixt, 
“ My panting side was charged, when I withdrew 
“ To seek a tranquil death in distant shades. 
* There was I found by one who had himself 
“ Been hurt by th’ archers. In his side he bore, 
* And in his hands and feet, the cruel scars. 
* With gentle force soliciting the darts, 
* He drew them forth, and healed, and bade me 
live.”* 


Finally, my dear friend, I would 
observe, that the multitude and 
variety of your exercises are no 
certain criterion to judge by. The 
whole may be summed up in this 
—Are you convinced that you are 
a sinner, (I do not ask in what de- 
gree,) inthe real sense of the word; 
and do you believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, anda 
Saviour of sinners? Do you de- 
sire to come to him, and partake 
of his salvation? Ifso, you are 
welcome. Make the noble effort 
of going to him with your wicked 
heart, and lay itat his feet. Tell 
him what you have been, and 
what you have come for, and re- 
ceive at his gracious hand what 
he will give ; or, in other words, 
believe what he has promised to 
sinners like yourself, and the 
blessing is yours. As the Holy 
Spirit helps our infirmities, so he 
will disclose greater things to you, 
from time to time, as your increas- 
ing strength shall be able to bear 
them. Your corruptions will be 
subdued, as fast as his wisdom and 
your good shali require it. The 
Canaanites were not all subdued, 
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whose valour accomplished what 
many valiant men in Israel were 
not able to do. The more you 
see of him, and the more you re- 
ceive from him, the more you will 
love him. 

I commend you to God and the 
word of his grace, and am yours 
sincerely. A. 


a ain 


TO CHRISTIAN MOTHERS. 





DAUGHTERS OF ZION: 

Tue Christian religion has ele- 
vated your sex to a very high de- 
gree. To it you are indebted for 
that amelioration of your circum- 
stances, that mitigation of your 
present grievances, incurred by 
your having been first in the trans- 
gression, that important place 
you occupy in the Christian affec- 
tion and esteem of him to whom 
you were putin subjection. Al- 
though some of your sex, in the 
history of the Old Testament, 
shine with distinguished lustre, 
yet it is in the New Testament 
alone where you appear to the 
highest advantage. Never, we 
presume, was Gabriel despatched 
upon a more honourable, or a 
more acceptable errand, than 
when he visited the cottage of her 
that was espoused to the son of 
Jacob; than when he addressed 
the humble and virtuous virgin in 
these transporting words,—“ Hail, 
favourite of Heaven! The Lord is 
with thee! Blessed thou among 
women!” From that moment 
‘your sex, as the sun after a long 


)} gloom, bursts forth with more at- 
tractive splendour. All the queens 
of eastern palaces, in all the pomp 
of eastern grandeur, never tasted 
the sweets of such an interview as 
that between Elizabeth the mother 
of the Harbinger and the mother 
of Israel’s King. All the expres- 
sions of imperial courtesy, how 
meager in comparison of the wel- 
come with which Elizabeth re- 
ceived that visit of her cousin, the 
salutation with which she em. 
braced her! “ How have I this 
honour, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me!” The 
pious and virtuous Mary, and the 
humble swain that was made her 
husband guardian, exhibit a new 
scene of matrimonial bliss, of 
which mortals never before tasted. 
He derives all his honour and his 
bliss from herentrusted to his care. 
A woman now elevates not only 
her own sex, by the favour of 
Heaven; but also renders conspi- 
cuous in the annals of the world, 
|adescendant of that royal family 
that once reigned over Israel. 
But we do not dwell at present 
on these illustrious incidents in 
your history, as if they were the 
only occurrences that gave im- 
portance and elevation to your 
sex. Letus just glance at a few 
‘others. The first miracle of this 
incomparable Child born, this 
only begoten Son given, was 
_wrought in honour of the mother 
that nursed him, and in honour of 
the first commandment with pro- 
mise. His mother, at the famous 
marriage of Cana of Galilee, with 
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eo 
cerned in every circumstance 
that concerned the reputation of 
the family with which she was 
in the intimacies of friendship, 
prompted her to appeal to her 
Son, saying, * they have no wine.” 
He shows it to be an occurrence 
which was of noconcern to him, 
abstractly considered, but in ho- 
nour of his mother, who com- 
manded obedience to his will— 
the water, when presented ; yes, 


“ The modest water, aw’d with power Divine, 
Beheld its God, and blushed into wine.” 


This was the beginning of his 
fame, the first exhibition of his 
glorious power. And the last ex- 
pression of solicitude for the tem- 
pora! welfare of one of our race, 
which dropped from his lips, 
amidst the agonies of the cross, 
was prompted by the keenest 
sensibilities of humanity, by that 
grateful recollection of the care 
of a mother, which is never to be 
forgotten; by that profound re- 
spect which every wise man ex- 
hibits to the woman that watched 
and wept over his childhood ; yes, 
his last concern was for the future 
welfare of his mother. He saith 
to John, his favourite disciple, 
casting his eye towards his mo- 
ther; “ Son, behold thy mother,”’ 
and to his mother; “ behold thy 
son.” Thus he bequeathed his 
mother, as his richest legacy on 
earth, to that disciple whom he 
loved most of all. 


Christian women, your praise 
and your fame, your zeal, your 
affection, and even your courage, 
shine with so much resplendence 
in-the New Testament historv, as 








i Chief: Christian women 


to throw the most distinguished 
of our sex much, very much, into 
the shade. The fame of that Ma- 
ry who sat at the feet of the Mes- 
siah, who anointed the Lord with 
ointment, and wiped his feet with 
her hair, transcends the fare of 
all the statesmen, warriors, mo- 
narchs, philosophers, and poets, 
thatever lived. Yes, while the 
fame of the statesman is bounded 
by our tenure of the soil on which 
we live; while the laurels that 
deck the brow of the warrior are 
stained with the blood he shed, 
and wither near the cypress that 
covers the tomb, moistened by the 
tears of the widow and the: or- 
phans which he made; while the 
gems that sparkle in the crown of 
the monarch are dimmed and ob- 
scured by the cankering hand of 
time; while the renown of the 
philosopher fades in the presence 
of every insect, and of every plant, 
which saith to his wisdom, “ how 
limited thou art!’ and while the 
praises of the poet, and the charms 
of harmony live only in the fasti- 
dious taste of men, O Mary, thy 
memorial, the sweet perfume of 
thy fame, extends to all: genera- 
tions, and that which thou hast 
done shall be told with ecstacy 
unalloyed, when time itself shall 
be no more! 

And let the Christian heroes 
remember, that when the highest 


' and noblest names on their list of 


eighteen centuries, fled like cow- 
ards from the scene of danger; 
and in the hour of darkness and 
of terror deserted their suffering 
ken* 
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their place, and stood spectators 
near the cross. Yes, to the eter- 
nal praise of female piety, let it be 
published in all lands, that women 
were the last at the cross, and the 
first at the tomb of their great 
and mighty Saviour. And, as a 
token of his remembrance and ac- 
knowledgement of their devotion, 
pious courage, and unabated affec 

tion, to them he first showed him- 
self alive, after his death, and al- 
leviated their sorrows. 

But, as it is not our intention to 
make these illustrious incidents 
an your history, a theme from 
which to deduce all the reflections 
which they naturally suggest, we 
proceed to our design. 

Your usefulness to the church 
is not curtailed by the apostolic 
injunction, which allots to you 
that silence and submission, 
which comport with that modes- 
ty and diffidence, which are now, 
and ever have been, the highest 
ernaments. of female character. 
You are to nurse and nourish 
every one that cometh into the 
world ; and the God of your off- 
spring has given to you an autho- 
rity over the mind in its most pli- 
ant state, paramount to every 
other. The babe that smiles in 
your arms, and finds its support 
and its refuge in your bosom, re- 
ceives its first impressions from 
you. It recognises a relation ex- 
isting between you and it, before 
it forms an idea of a father. It 
views you as its best friend, and 
most willingly submits to your 
control. Your countenance is the 
first volume it reads; and itis a 
















| 





volume which conveys to its ap- 
prehension more ideas than per- 
haps any of us imagine. Its arti. 
culations are formed from yours, 
and your language is the first it 
canunderstand. You canconverse 
with it,and communicate to its ten- 
der mind, ideas which the greatest 
linguists and philosophers that 
ever lived could not. You, then, 
occupy a place which cannot be 
rivalled, and which, if discreetly 
managed, may, under the blessing 
of Heaven, be of eternal import- 
ance to it. Don’t be startled when 
I tell you, that you are, by the 
law of nature, which is the law of 
God, as well as by his written 
word, ordained to be the only 
preachers of the gospel, properly 
so called, to your own infant off- 
spring. You can tell them in lan- 
guage more intelligible to their 
apprehension, the wonders of cre- 
ation; you can, from the lively 
oracles, teach them the history of 
our race; you can preach the gos- 
pel to them better than any doctor 
of divinity that ever lived. You 
can narrate to them the nativity 
and life, the words and deeds of 
Messiah; you can open to their 
minds how he died for our sins, 
and how he rose for our justifica- 
tion. Yot can tell them of his 
ascension to the skies, of his core-~ 
nation in Heaven, and that he 
will come to judge the world. 
When you have done all this, in a 
style which you can adopt, more 
easy of apprehension than any 
other; if Paul the apostle were 
again to visit the world and call 
at your house, he could not preach 
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to them with greater effect. Nay, 
you have anticipated all that he 
could say, and done all that he 
could do, to give the word effect. 
Ifhe were to attempt to make 
known the glad tidings of great 
joy, to announce the good news to 
your children ; when he had done, 
they might say—* kind and be- 
nevolent friend, this is no newe to 
us, we rejoice to have heard it all 
from a preacher before ; a preach- 
er too, whose love and benevo- 
lence were equal to yours; and 
whom we understood as clearly as 
we understand you. If he were 
to ask who the preacher was, and 
by what authority he spoke. The 
children might reply,—It was 
from a preacher which you, be- 
loved friend, yourself licensed ; it 
was our mother whom you com- 
manded “to bring us up in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” O yes, replies the apos- 
tle, I did authorize an order of 
preachers, which were to take my 
place after my decease, amongst 
whom your mother was one. My 
place, and my office, was to make 
known to all my contemporaries, 
these glad tidings in the first 
jlace; for I was ordained a 
ftreacher as well as ateacher, and 
your parents can best occupy my 
place, as they can Finst make 
known to their offspring the same 
good news. 

These hints, my dear friends, 
go to show you what is expected 
from you, and what you ought to 
do. And surely you will agree 
with me, that the word of God, 
thus communicated by the fire- 

Vow. VI.—New Serive 








side, from your own lips, under 
the blessing of heaven, is just 
as efficacious as if pronounced 
from a pulpit of mahogany, 
covered with scarlet, and deck- 
ed with tapestry, from a_ pon- 
tiff, ora rabbi covered with silk, 
and a wig a3 white as Alpine 
snow. Remember Lois, Eunice, 
and Timothy, and Paul’s com- 
mands to you. The giving of such 
an injunction to fathers and mo- 
thers, implied that they were 
competent te perform them to the 
best advantage. The efforts of 
the clergy to take from you the 
office of preachers, under a pre- 
tence that either their authority 
or their ability is superior to 
yours, believe your friend, or ra- 
ther believe the «apostles, is an 
unjust encroachment upon your 
rights and privileges. Your ex- 
ample and your prayers; your 
authority, and your well proved 
affection and sincerity, in all that 
you say, are worth more than all 
the logic, mathematics, algebra, 
and rhetoric which ever were col- 
lected in all the seminaries upon 
earth, to give efficacy to your ser- 
mons. How blissful the privi- 
lege, and how high the honour 
conferred on you! Do, then, 
Christian matrons, from your love 
to your own offspring, and front 
your love to Him that raised your 
sex to honours so illustrious, and 
from your hopes of immortality, 
and eternal life, in that world 
where they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the 
angels, being the children of God, 


| and of the resurrection, bring up 
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your children in the nurture and 


admonition of the Lord. 
Ch. Bap. 








MISSIONARY. 
FOREIGN. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS.« 





MOWEE. 


®atract of a letter from Mr. Stewart, 
date | at Lahinah, Island of Mowee, 
December 10, 1824. 


In one of my communications last 
spring, speaking of the fresh excite. 
ments, which often suddenly arise in 
the minds of the chiefs and people in 
favour of the palupala, and the objects 
of the mission, 1 recollect comparing 
them to the successive ripples of a flow- 
ing tide, which, though followed by a 
eorresponding recession, are constantly 
covering new ground. The late war 
at Atooi produced an unusually long 
ebb ; but the current has again set in, 
with a velocity and power that promises 
a high spring tide; and has already 
overflowed the boundaries of all that 
have preceded it. 

On my return from Woahoo, last 
week, I brought 500 spelling books, as 
a supply for this station, and 500 more 
to be forwarded to Kiruah. Such, how- 





ever, has been the importunity, with 


which they have been sought, that we | 
have felt it necessary to appropriate the | 
whole number to this station. Upwards | 
of 600 have already been distributed to | 
as many new scholars, and the prospect | 
is, that not one hundred of the thousand 
will be left in the depository at the 
close of the week. Most of the chiefs 
have erected neat and spacious school- 
rooms immediately adjoining their own 
houses, in which their people, including 








both the cultivators of their land, and i 


their personal and heusehold servants, 
assemble regularly, three times a day, 
for instruction. Many of them have 
also sent teachers, with books, to their 
respective districts, in different parts of 
the island. Indeed, such is the general 
enthusiasm, that, could teachers and 
books, in sufficient number, be provided, 
we doubt not, that, in less than a fort- 
night from the present time, two-thirdss 
at least, of the 20,000 beings supposed 
to inhabit Mowee, would be under daily 
tuition in the elements of reading. 

One single fact discovered to-day, is 
a most pleasing confirmation of the 
Opinion, that every fresh impulse is pro- 
ductive of a progressive and permanent 
good. Among the chiefs who received 
books, at the time of a particular ex- 
citement last spring, there was one, to 
whom five only were given. The same 
person applied for thirty to-day. On 
being asked, who were to be the teach- 
ers of her people, she pointed to five 
young men, whom she represented as 
akamai roa (very skilful) in reading, 
and itaitu (strong) in prayer. On taking 
their names, we found them to be the 
very individuals to whom we had given 
the spelling books, only a few months 
since, aml who at that time did not 
know a letter, and had never prayed to 
the only true God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. The knowledge of such and 
similar incidents, which daily reach us, 
are exceedingly encouraging, and are 4 
sweet assurance that, in due time, we 
shall reap, if we fuint not. It is a fact, 
that calls for devout acknowledgment 
and thanksgiving from us, and that I 
doubt not will cheer and animate the 
hearts of our patrons and friends, that, 
in less than one week, schools have been 
formed, at this single station, in which 
there are upwards of 600 new scholars ; 
and that every school has for its teacher 
one, who is known to worship God in 
secret, and whe opens and closes his 
school with prayer. The dispensations 
of Providence to this station have ever 
been most encouraging and most kind. 
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OWHYHEE. 


Journal of Mr. Ely at Kaavaroa. 


July 25,1824. For several days past, 
Kapiolani has been seriously ill. 1 have 
had repeated calls from her to adminis- 
ter medicine, and this has afforded a 
very favourable opportunity to exhibit 
to her the salutary influence of divine 
truth, and to impress on her numerous 
attendants their solemn and imperious 
duty of seeking the Lord of hosts. 

28. Kapiolani is still suffering with 
extreme pain. Mrs. Ely observed to 
her, “We are all anxious for your re- 
sovery.”” She answered, “I wish to 
suffer patiently the will of God. If it 
is his will, I have a desire to depart and 
be with him; then I shal] be free from 
all sin. Once I exceedingly feared 
death; but Christ has taken away its 
sting.” 

From this sickness Kapiolani, the 
friend and patroness of the mission, hap- 
pily recovered; and, to the human 
mind, her life seems of much import- 
ance to that part of Owhyhee in which 
she resides. 

Early in August, Mr. Ely attended 
the Christian burial of one of Kama- 
kau’s chief men; in view of which he 
thus remarks : 

It has usually been the custom of this 
people to inter the deceased silently, 
under the shades of midnight. They 
adopted this practice to aveid the scorn, 
and ridicule, and jests, of their neigh- 
bours, who are in the habit of assem- 
bling and making sport at the burial of 
the dead. But we hopethe day is not 
far distant, when the toll of the church 
bell will pall the giddy heart, and 
awaken the listener to solemn reflec- 
tion. The man buried to-day, had but a 
glimpse of light, But he was thought- 
ful. At the hour of his death he pray- 
ed, “O God, enlighten me. I am dark 
minded Ihave not known thy word 
and salvation. Iam dark minded Re- 
new me, that I may live in heaven ;”— 
and expired. 








22. The Sabbath-schoel attended by 
Mrs. Ely, is becoming more and more 
interesting. The children conduct 
with propriety, and make good profi- 
ciency in learning. To-day more than 
30 were present. This evening Kapio- 
lani called, and we enjoyed a refreshing 
season of conversation with her. She 
spoke with great interest of the state of 
man. “The heavens and earth, the 
sun, moon and stars, the birds and fish- 
es, the seas, mountains, vallies and rocks, 
all combine to praise the Lord. But 
where is man, poor, sinful, depraved 
man. Heis mute. God has given him 
a mouth, the gift of speech and know- 
ledge ; but man refuses to praise him. 
Astonishing depravity! They are most 
favoured of the Lord, and still most re- 
beliious. They can praise Satan ; he is 
their God.” As she spoke, she wept. 
And then she added, “ We are awfully 
depraved. Weare justly the objects 
of the displeasure of God. We shall 
stand speechiess at the bar of God.” 


26. Spent this morning in the study 
of the Owhyhean tongue, and in collect- 
ing the names of the several species of 
fish in these islands. Obtained the 
names of ninety ; and this is but a part. 


Mr. E. observes, that dances, which 
have heretofore constituted a very im- 
portant part of the amusements of the 
natives, and usually collected great mul- 
titudes, are going out of favour in the 
neighbourhood of the station. 


The notices respecting the ancient su- 
perstitions, in the following paragraph, 
were made after a return from a visit to 
the opposite side of the bay of Keara- 
kekua. 

We passed in our small canoes near 
the base of the high precipice, that 
bounds a part of the bay. Here we saw 
shapeless stones, the objects of adora- 
tion, the idols to which this people for- 
merly paid their vows They gave pre- 
sents to these, when passing under the 
precipice, to procure protection from 
falling stones, which not unfrequently’ 
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in‘ercept their path, and the voracious 
shark, which watches the watery way 

28. Many and urgent calls for books 
I gave the last of our hymns Still 
there are many who are not supplied, 
and who solicit them with great ear- 
nestness. 


_ Sept 3. Hopu collects the children 
at evening, to teach them the Lord’s 
prayer, and to impress on their minds 
the importance of early seeking the 
Lord They are quite awake to the sub- 
ject. Two returned home, and begged 
of their parents leave to pray. 

7. To-day the chiefs of Kaavaroa have 
published a law prohibiting the drink- 
ing of spirituous liquor, on the penalty 
of five hogs. We hope the time is not 
far distant when the chiefs, as a body, 
will -xert their influence to prevent 
this destructive practice. 

1’ Never did J witness a more in- 
teresting day in this dark land. If the 
Lord is among us, how should we fear 
before him. At the close of the even- 
ing exercise, five called to converse on 
the concerns of the soul. The inquiry 
is made, ‘ What must I do to be saved?” 
O that we may be guided by the Spirit, | 
that a word may be spoken in season to 
their souls. A former priest of Naihe | 
and his wife were of the number. He 
thinks. much of his former sins in sacri- 
ficing to idols. 

14. The priest and his wife, spoken 
of on the 12th, called ag in to-day. He 
said he had learned a little, but much 
stili remained. He wished to know 
what he must do. 1 endeavoured to 
point him to Christ as the only sove- 
reign balm for the wounded soul, and to 
press him to go up speedily to Jesus for 
help. 

19. Sabbath. We are nota little en- 
couraged with the prospect of good tu 
this people. ‘Vo day the house of God 
has been crowded with a solemn and 





| olani. 
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Here the péople assemble for 
morning and evening prayers, and here 
Hopu is diligently and daily employed 


| in teaching them to read, 


} 











20. To-day a school-honse of cocoa- 


attentive audience. 
nut leaves has been completed by Kani- 


28. This morning Naihe and Kapiola- 
ni, with their attendants, sailed for Kau. 
They purpose to reside there two or 
three months to collect sandal wood. 
They called on us yesterday morning, 
made us a present of a hog, gave us full 
lberty to kill a kid from their flock 
when we chose, and directed their head 
man to supply us with fish, &c. They 
gave directions, also, that no one be 
permitted to molest us, that the people 
attend tothe palapala, and the word of 
God; and appointed a man to procure 
for us such things as we should need. 
We would notice, with feelings of gra- 
titude and thankfulness to our heavenly 
Father, his kind attention to us, in giv- 
ing us such friends in this dark land, 
May we be more entirely devoted to 
our work, and may these favours qualify 
and stimulate us to do much for Christ. 
After giving full instructions to the head- 
men, and commending us to Kamakau, 
Naihe requested that a prayer be offer- 
ed on the shore, where many were as- 
sembled, previous to their embarcation. 
We most cheerfully seeonded this re- 
quest, and a hymn was sung, and prayer 
offered for the protection of Jehovah, 
while they were passing on the great 
deep, and at their temporary residence, 
and for the enlightening and preserva- 
tion of those who remained behind, 
They then launched their canoes, and 
were soon wafted from us. We re- 
gretted that it was necessary for them 
to remove at this crisis, as many per- 
sons disposed to serious inquiry will ac- 
company them, to be as sheep without 
a shepherd. May Israel's God lead 
them to Jesus, the Great Shepherd and * 
Bishop of souls. 

Oct. 3. A day of peculiar interest to 
us. Mr. Thurston, who is present ona 
visit. preached in the Church, and ad- 
ministered the Lord’s supper at ont 
house. 
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9. Alithe people at? Kaavaroa, and 


many in the neighbouring villages, are 
engaged in the palapala. The great 
cry is for books and teachers. ‘Those, 
who were once stubbornly opposed, are 
now soliciting instruction. 

10. Sabbath. Interesting day. Though 
many of our regular hearers removed 
with the chiefs to Kau, still our church 
was crowdel. Many new hearers were 
present, and some of them from a dis- 
tance. 


GENERAL STATE OF THE MISSION. 


In a letter from Mr Chamberlain, 
dated Honoruru, January 1825, the gen- 
eral state of the mission at that time is 
thus briefly described. 

The work is, in general, in a very 
prosperous state. At this place, several 
of the schools, which were suspended 
in consequence of the war at <Atooi, 
have been resumed, and arrangements 
are making to commence the work of 
instruction with vigour, as soon as Kri- 
moku returns. There is an increasing 
attention to religious meetings; and a 
prayer meeting for femules has recently 
been proposed, and has met the cordial 
approbation of Opiia, who is forward in 
attending upon all the means of instruc- 
tion, and recommending the same course 
to others. At Lahinah, the work prospers. 
Schools have been established on every 
part of Mowee; and the constant cry 
from that quarter is, ‘give us books,’ 
Schoo!s are also established on the isl- 
‘and of Ranai; and will soon, we hope, 
be established on Morokai. At Kiruah, 
and Kaavaroa, the efforts of the mis- 
sionaries are crowned with encouraging 
success. ‘The edition of the hymns will 
be distributed long, we fear, before a 
new one can be printed. Our edition 
of 7,000 of the elementary sheet, is nearly 
expended; anda new elementary work 
is contemplated. 

Mr. C. thus speaks of the necessities 
of the mission : 

We need—says Mr. Chamberlain— 
many things. Most of all, we needa 


supremely devoted spirit—a spirit of 
self-denial aad mi-sionary enterorite, 
Next, we need more love to the hea _n, 
and more of that spirit of prayer, which 
says, ‘ We will not let thee go except 
thou bless us.’ After that, we need the 
prayers of our patrons, helpers, and the 
Christian Church We need, al.o, the 
means-——the pecuniary means, of carrying 
on our work. We need paper and types, 
slates and pencils. and all the apparatus 
for writing And lastly, we need more 
labourers of the true stamp; persons 
that are qualified to preach, and who are 
willing to suffer the loss of all things 
for Christ; who are willing to become 
all things to all men, and above ail, who 
are willing to be nothing, and to count 
themselves unprofitable servants after 
they have done all. 
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VALLEY TOWNS STATION, 


Extract of a letier from the Rev. Evan 


Jones, to the Cor. Sec. dated Valley 
Towns, Oct. 4, 1825. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


I rex more than ordinary pleasure in 
addressing you at this time, as I know. 
you will rejoice with us in the triumphs 
of redeeming grace, manifested in the 
restoration of two more of the lost 
sheep whom the Great Shepherd came 
to seek, and on account of whom, I trust, 
joy has already been excited in the 








presence of the angels of God. One is 
a white young woman, who came to as. 
sist for a short time, in the household 
business, while her sister, who is en- 
gagea with us, went to see her friends. 
Soon after she czme, I had occasion to 
| relate an account of the death of our 
_dear brother, John Arch, who was 
| known and beloved by almost all our 
pupils and familv. The account of his 
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desth, and a few thoughts in which we 


indulged on the glorious change which 
he had now realized, appeared to melt 
the whole of our little company under a 
sense of the unspeakable love of God 
in Christ, in providing mansions so glo 
rious, for creatures so unworthy, so 
deeply fallen, and so completely de- 
praved as we all seemed then to view 
ourselves. The thought of a fu'l Indian, 
with whom we were all acquainted, who 
a few years ago, was enveloped in gross 
heathen darkness, now admitted into 
that city, in which “the Lamb is the 
light thereof,” appeared to have a pow- 
erful effect on the minds of the Indian 
youths, and at the same time, convic- 
tion fastened so effectually on the mind 
of our young sister, that she resolved to 
seek the same Saviour that had done 
such great things for our departed 
friend. Last week she reiated to the 
church God’s dealings with her soul, 
and no one could, had they been dis- 
posed, forbid water, that she should not 
be baptized. The other is our own lit 
tle daughter, aged twelve and a half 
years. We have reason to believe, that 
she has experienced a change of heart 
for more than a yeer; but on account 
of her youth, we judged it prudent to 
give the most ample room for showing, 
by her walk and conversation, the fullest 
evidence that the work was real. You, 
my dear Sir, will easily believe that the 
eonversion of a dear child must occa- 
sion to her mother and myself ‘he most 
lively feelings of gratitude to God, and 
humiliation before him. 
There are now several others, on 
whose minds the Spirit of God appears 
to be at work. 


— 


i provement, will feel encouraged to 
give the Board that support, which will 
enable them to extend their operations 


darkness. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETIES, 


Tae following statement of the ope- 
rations of foreign Bible Societies, in 
different parts of the world, is compiled 
from the Ninth Report of the American 
Bible Society, recently published. 

Great Britain and Ireland.—The re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, during its 
twentieth year, were given, at some 
length, inthe Herald for May, p. 146, 
and need not be here repeated. The 
number of Bibles and Testaments, 
which had been issued up to May 1824, 
were there mentioned. In England this 
Society has published the Bible, or 
parts thereof, in 23 languages; and on 
continentai Europe it has aided in pub- 
lishing the Scriptures in 27 languages. 
In Asia, it has promoted the translation 
and publication of the Divine word in 
14 languages, a:d in various dialects, 
and the whole of the Scriptures in the 
Chinese language, in two versions, It 
has aided, directly, or indirectly, in 
printing, publishing, circulating, or 








We have now applications for the ad 
mission of more pupils than our limits 
allow ; several from 90 or 100 miles 
distart. 

The friends of the children who are 
capable of judging, express much satis- 
faction with their improvement. And I 
trust, the friends of the Indians to whom 


translating the Bible, in whole or in 
part, in one hundred and forty different 
languages and dialects. It has given an 
impulse to Christendom, and to the 
world. The Hibernian Bible Society 
received over 20,000 dollars during the 
year ending May 1824. 

Continental Europe——tIn Russia the 








we have forwarded specimens of their | 


Bible cause ig said to be still gaining 


in disseminating light in the midst of. 
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round. ‘The National Society has 
three hundred auxiliaries and branches, 
and is circulating the Bible in 23 differ- 
ent languages. The Riga Society alone 
had sent out the Bible in eleven differ- 
ent languages; and in New Pebalz, a 
branch of the Riga Society had no less 
than 2,340 members. The Swedish 
National Society had circulated 200,000 | 
copies of the Bible and Testament, and 
isin a prosperous state. The Danish | 
Bible Society has sent out more than | 
100,000 copies of the Scriptures ; the | 
Sleswig-Holstein Society, more than | 
50,000 ; the Rendsburgh, nearly 5,000; 
and the Prussian National Society, more | 
than 33,00). The Societies in Germany 
for promoting the circulation of the 
Word of God, are generally increasing | 
in zeal and usefulness. Clergy and 
laity, peasant and prince, in a good de- 
gree, unite to cherish and foster them. 
They are protected and patronized by | 
royal munificence and authority. 
While Protestant Germany is thus 
associated to revive the world with the 
waters of life, Roman Catholic Germany | 











is turning its eye to the guidance of a 
single individual, as Israel to Moses, ex- 
pecting from his hand an abundance of | 
water to follow them through the wil- | 
derness. The Roman Catholic students 
in the various universities, the youth in 
the elementary seminaries, the travelling 
mechanics, the military, and the multi- 
tudes of the peasantry, look to Dy. Le- 
ander Van Eess, a Roman Catholic 
priest, of primitive holiness, for a supply 
of their wants). The War Department 
of the Grand Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt 
has encouraged his exertions, and much 
good has already resulted from his la- 
bours. During a single year, he has 
put in circulation 50,000 copies of the 
Scriptures, and more than 500,000 co- 
pies since the commencement of his ex 

eruions! Many of the Roman Catholic 
elergy encourage his labours, and aid 
him with all their influence. One of 
them took from him, at one time, 2,3V0 


5,000 more, observing, that the tears of 

the starving multitude kept constantly 

telling him of their hunger and thirst 

for the brea {and water of life. 

The Switzeriand Bible Secieties are 

scattering the incorruptible seed over 

all the vallies and mountains of that in- 

teresting country The Societies of 
Schaffhausen, St. Gall, and Toggen- 

burg; of Zurich, Glarus, and Aarau, of 
Bern and Geneva, and many others; are 
harmoniously pursuing their sacred 
work. But the Society of Basle excels 
them all, having circulated already 
more than 128,0U0 copies of the Scrip~ 
tures. In Netherlands the cause is daily 
gaining ground; and in France it flours 
ishes in a most animating degree. ‘The 
income of the Protestant Society of 
Paris, during its fifth year, was 55,495 
francs It has seventy-five auxiliaries 
and branches, besides a great number 
of associations. Besides other places of 


|| note and interest, societies have been 


established at Lyons, Bourdeaux,Nismes, 
Montauban, Marseilles, Montpelier, 
Toulouse, Rouen, Orleans, Caen, and 
at Ferney, formerly the residence of 
Voltaire ! 

Africa.— The Society of Sierra Leone 
is in a flourishing state. Even there 
the system of domestic visitation is vi- 
gorously and beneficially pursued. Far- 
ther south, the Society at the Cape of 
Good Hope is doing much in relation to 
the sphere of its action. Dr. Philip 
thus writes.to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society ; ‘ 

“The discoveries daily making lead 
to a supposition, that all the languages 
spoken from Kieskamma to the Arabian 
Gulf, and from the mouth of the Zem- 
beze to that of the Congo, are derived 
from a single stock, and so nearly allied 
to each other as greatly to facilitate the 
translation and circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. Who does not see in these 
circumstances a field of operation of un- 
limited extent—a population to work 
upon inmumerable—a foundation laid 








GSpies, and afterward sent an order for 
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Africa, in which all the numerous dia- 


lects of the Bootchuana language will | 


be consecrated to the service of the 
living God, and in which its numerous 
tribes may worship, and receive the 
light of life and salvation.” 


The Amharic version of the Gospel | 
has been sent, by the British and Fo- | 


reign Bible Society, into Abyssinia, and | 
the Ethiopic version foliows closely up- | 
on it, “ which cannot fail to help Ethio- 
pia in stretching out her hands to God.” 

India.—‘Vhe notices respecting this_ 
part of the world, will be given in the 
language of the Report. 

in Calcutta, the Bible Association has 
adopted the system of district inquiry, 
and has been very successful. The 
Hindoos, Mahomedans, Portuguese, and 
Armenians, are now receiving the Bible 
from them with great readiness, and 
some of them are contributing funds to | 
the Bible with great liberality. 





From Serampore, Burmah, Bombay, 
and Madras, intelligence of the most 
gratifying kind has been received, in| 
relation to the progress of the transla- | 
tion and circulation of the Scriptures in 
the various languages of the East; also 
from Ceylon and Amboyna ; from Syd- 
ney, in New South Wales, and Huahine. 


It must gladden the heart of every 


Christian to learn, that two versions of | 


the whole Bible in the Chinese lan- 
guage have been completed, and are 
now in circulation—one by Dr. Marsh- 
man, and the other by Dr. Morrison 
and Dr. Milne. Thus, 240,000,000 of 
perishing sinners, in China, and Cochin 
China, and Japan, may now read in 
their own language, wherein they were 
born, the wonderful works of God. 


Netherland India, too, gladdens our 
hearts with good tidings. The Javanese 
Bible is completed ; and promises much 
good to the inhabitants of Java. and 
Chinsurah begins to relinquish her idol 
gods, beholding their vanity in the light 


of the revealed will of God. 
{ Mis. Her. 
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tion, the woman was first thrown into’ 


EDUCATION IN EUROPE, 


A French Journal has furnished a ta. 
ble presenting a comparison of the num- 
ber of chi:dren in the several countries 
of Europe, who are educated at public 


schools, with the whole population. 
According to this table, the pupils of 


the public schools in the circle of Gratz, 


are one in nine of the whole population 
—in Bohemia, one in eleven—in Mora- 


via and Siiesia, one in twelve—in Aus- 
tria, one in thirteen—in Prussia, one in 
eighteen—in Scotland, one in ten—in 
England, one im sixteen—in Ireland, 
one in eighteen—in France, one in thir- 
ty—in Poland, one in seventy eight—in 
Portugal, one in eighty—and in Russia. 
one in nine hundred and fifty-four. 
[ Christ. Spec. 


THE SABBATH BREAKERS. 


A FEW years since, a gentleman re- 
siding in Philadelphia, established a 
school in the suburbs of the city, which 
he regularly met every Sabbath morn- 
ing. Ashe walked out, he noticed that 
he passedl a house where he uniformly 
found a part of the family at work in 
the garden, raising vegetables for mar- 
ket. In one of his walks past the gar- 
den, he threw a tract over the fence, on 
the sinfulness of violating the Holy Sab- 
bath. Noone happened to be in the 
garden at that time, and the tract lay 
unperceived ‘for some hours. But ir 
the course of the day. a female of the 
family walking through the garden, 
picked up the tract, wondering how a 
religious book could come there. On 
reading its title, and seeing the subject 
on which it treated, she superstitiously 
supposed that it must have been sent 
there miraculously, to convict the family 
of the awful guilt of breaking the Sab- 
bath. What with the convictions of 


conscience awakened on reading the 
tract, and what with more of supersti- 
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an agony, next into convulsions; and 
that night about twelve o’clock, in the 
most awful agony and forebodings of 
misery for a wicked life, she was 
stretched out a corpse ! 

Here, said the Rev. Dr. Milnor, of 
New-York, as he related this account at 
the Tract Society in Boston—here I 
must not stop; for I should not have 
dared to have related the circumstance, 
but for what follows. The woman was 
buried, but the tract was left behind. 
It was read by the family, and the con- 
sequence was, that by means of her 
death, and the little tract, five individu- 
als out of the seven who composed the 
family were awakened, and, eventually, 
were hopefully converted unto Christ. 
They have since brought forth fruits 
meet for repentance, and these five per- 


sons look upon that tract, as the instru- ! 
ment, in the hands of God, of their con- ! 


version.— Tract Mag. 
i 


INFLUENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 


E Cc » about thirteen 
years of age, who was educated at D. 
school, departed this life lately ina 
well-grounded hope, enjoying consola- 
tion in the prospect of eternity. Her 
neighbours remonstrated with her a few 
days before she died, on the necessity 
of sending for a priest to give her the 
rites of the church: she told them, 
that if a man could be of any service to 
her soul, that Christ had died in vain /— 
Notwithstanding, the priest came, 
(though unsent for,) to visit her. He 
asked her if she wished to be anointed ? 
She answered with a wisdom far above 
her years, that she would not trouble 
him for any ceremony of his, that her 
Priest was placed on high, in whom she 
trusted, who isthe way, the truth, and the 
life. “ Where did you get that know- 
ledge ?” asked the priest. ‘*I am in- 
debted,’’ she replied, ‘* to the Baptist 
Society, Mr. Wilson, and the ladies, for 





the instruction I have received; may 
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the Lord reward them for what they 
have done for me!” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 


How thrilling must be the sensation 
to a faithful teacher in subsequent life; 
to be accosted, as was Robert Raikes, 
the founder of Sunday Schoels. “ One 
day,” said he, “as I was going to 
church, [ overtook a soldier just enter- 
ing the church door. This was on 4 
week day, As I passed him, I said, it 
gave me pleasure to see that he was 
going toaplace of worship. * Ah! Sir,’ 
said he, ‘I may thank you for that,’ 
‘Me,’ saidI, * why I do not know that 
I ever saw you before.’ ‘Sir,’ ‘said he, 
‘ when I was a little boy I was indebted 
to you for my first instruction in my dus 
ty. Iused to meet at your morning ser- 
vice in this cathedral, and was one of 
your Sunday scholars. My father, when 
he left the city, took me into Berkshire, 
and put me apprentice to a shoemaker. 
I used often to think of you. At length 
I went to London, and was there drawn 
to serve asa militia man in the West- 
minster militia. Icame to Gloucester 
last night witha deserter, and came 
this merning to visit the old spot ; and 
in hopes of seeing you.” 

“He then told me his name, and 
brought himself to my recollection by 
the mention of a curious circumstance, 
which happened while he was at school. 
His father was a journeyman currier ; a 
vile, profligate man. After the boy had 
been some time at school, he came one 
day and told me that his father was 
wonderfully changed ; that he had left 
off going to the ale-house on Suaday. 
It happened soon after that I met the 
man in the street, and said to him, *‘ My 
dear friend, it gives me great pleasure 
to hear that you have left off going to 
the ale-house on Sunday; your boy tells 
me that you now stay at home, and 
never get tipsey.’ ‘Sir,’ said he, ‘f 


~may thank yon for it” ‘‘ Nay,’ said & 
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‘that’s impossible; I do not recolleet 
that fever beheld you before.’ ‘ No, 
Sir,’ said he, ‘ but the good instructions 
you gave my boy, he brings home to 
me ;_and it is that. Sir, which has in- 
duced me to reform my life.” 

In this interesting department of 
Christian duty and usefiilness, the Gen- 
eral Committee take leave to invite all 
young converts to engage. Is there a 
pious young lady here who wishes to 
accomplish something for her master? 
here is a field where her best faculties 
and affections will not miss their appro- 
priate employments. Is there a young 
man who begins fo inquire, How can I 
take the most of this little span of hu- 
man life in advancing the Redeemer’s 
kingdom ? The Sabbath school pre- 
sents a scene the most inviting, the 
most promising. 

Whatever other opportunities they 
may not be able to enjoy of doing good, 
which are allotted to some others under 
more fayoured circumstances; here isa 
wide field, in which few, very few in- 
deed, who have the heart to do good, 
can fail of being extensively useful. 


ae 


BYNFFIT OF RELIGIOUS SEAMEN. 


“] wavE,” Says a correspondent, 
* lately visited a captain’s widow, who 
told me she was once in a foreign port, 
and early one Sabbath morning a Cap- 
tain of a neighbouring vessel came on 
board while she was reading; he said 
* Poor creature, why do you sit reading 
there ? why don’t you go on shore, and 
join those merry people in their danc- 
ing and singing party? It will help to 
exhilarate and rouse your spirits; but 
she answered, ‘1 should think it a dis. 
grace, even ona week day, much more 
ona Sabbath.’ ‘Why,’ says he to the 
Captain, don’t you send your wife on 
shore and not suffer her to sit here 
feading her Bible? She'll be melan- 
choly.’ ‘1 esteem it an honour,’ said 
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delights in searching the sacred Serip- 
| tures.’ *‘ Well,’ said the stranger, * yon 
, seem to be all Methodists here. Ihave 
| got a fellow on board that is always 
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praying” ‘ Well,’ says the Captain, 
‘does he do his duty ® ‘ Why, I must 
confess he does do his duty; but as soon 
as he gets an opportunity, he is on his 
knees immediately.” The Captain’s 
wife then said, ‘ We have an awful cha- 
racter on. board, that never speaks a 
word without an oath ; we will make 
an exchange with you; send us your 
Methodist praying sailor—he may be 
the means of saving ali our souls, and of 
preserving us from shipwreck at sea— 
and you shall have our swearing sailor.’ 
‘No,’ says he, ‘if he can do so much 
for you, he may be the means of saving 
us, for we stand more in need of being 
saved than you. I won’t part with him.” 
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A CHRISTIAN MOTHER. 


From a letter of the late Rev. John New- 
ton, inserted in the Londen Tract Mag- 
azine fer August, and never before pub- 
lished, 

I rHiNkK a prudent and godly woman, 
in the capacity of a wife and mother, is 
a greater character than any hero or 
philosopher of ancient or modern times. 
The first impressions which children re- 
ceive in the nursery, while under the 
mother’s immediate care, are seldom so 
obliterated but that sooner or later their 
influence conduces to form the future 
life; and though the child that is 
trained up im the way that he should go, 
may depart from it for a season, there 
is reason to hope he will be found in it 
when he is old. The principles instilled 
into the mind in infancy, may seem dor- 
mant for a while ; but the prayers with 
which the mother watered what she 
planted there, are, as some old writers 
gay, “upon the Lord’s file.” Times of trou- 
ble recall those principles to the mind, 
and the child so instructed has some- 


tho Captain, ‘ to have acompanion that \ thing at hand to recur to. Thus it was 













Female Martyr. 
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with me ; I was the only son of my mo- | 
ther; she taug!t me, she prayed for me, f 

and over me. Had she lived to see the 

misery and wickedness into which I 
plunged myself afterwards, 1 think it 
would have broken her heart. But in 
the Lord’s time her prayers were an- 
swered ; distress led me to recollect 
her early care, and thus I was led to 
look the right way for help. But a re- 
ligious education implies much more | 
than teaching a catechism and a few | 
hymns. Happy and honoured is the | 
woman that is qualified to instruct her | 
children, and does it heartily, in the | 
spirit of faith and prayer 

‘We often speak of the birth of a’ 
child, as a matter of course. of no great 
moment but to the parents and relations. 
But, indeed, the birth of a child, whe- 
ther in a palace or a workhouse, is an 
event of more real importance than the 
temporal concerns of a whole kingdom. 
When a child is born, an immortal is 
born! In that hour a new being enters 
upon a state of existence which will 
never end, and it is a being whose capa- 
city for happiness or misery is propor-- 
tioned to its duration. To have the 
charge of such beings, to forr their 
minds in their tender years, to beta 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
ef the Lord, and at last to present them 
to him, enabled to say, ‘* Here am I, and 
the children which thou hast given 
me!” Oh whata high trust! Oh what 

‘a blessing’ 

Have you read, or have I formerly men- 
tioned to you, what a good old woman 
in the iast century said, upon her dying 
bed! it was to this purpose :—“I have 
been the mother of sixteen children ; | 
nursed them all myself and I know 
that now they are ail either with Christ 
or in Christ. And I believe I never 
gave one of them the breast without 
putting up a prayer in my heart, that J 

might not nurse a child for the Devil ?” 
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FEMALE MARTYR. 


Ix Holland, in the year A. D. 1527, 
was martyred and burnt a widow nam- 
ed Wendelmuta. This poor widow 
having received into her heart the 
brightness of God’s grace by the ap- 
pearing of the Gospel, was therefore 
seized and put to custody in the Castle 
of Werden; and afterwards brougkt 
from thence to the Hague, there to ap- 
pear at the general sessions. Divers 
monks were sent to talk with her, that 
they might c@nvince her, and win her to 
recant; but she was steadfast in the truth 
of God’s word wherein she was plant> 
ed; and could not be moved. Many 
also of her kindred, and other women, 
were suffered to persuade with her; 
among whom there was a certain noble 
matron, who dearly loved the widow. 


This matron conversed much with bet ge 


and atlength said, “ My Wendelmuta, 
why dost thou not keep silence. and 
think secretly in thine heart those things 
which thou believest ; that thou mayest 
prolong here thy days and life?” To 
whom the good woman replied; “ Ah! 
you know not what you say. It is writ- 
ten, ‘with the heart we believe to 
righteousness ; with the tongue we con- 
fess to salvation,’ &c. And thus being 
firm and steadfast in her belief and con- 
fession, she was condemned to be burnt 
to ashes, and her goods confiscated, 


| [that is plundered:] which sentence 


she took mildly and quietly. 

At the place of execution, 2 monk 
brought out a blind cross; and bade her 
several times to kiss and worship her God. 
“I worship(said she)no wooden god, but 
only that God which is in heaven.” She 
then, with a cheerful countenance, went 
to the stake, where she desired the exe. 
cutioner to see that the stake was fast, 
that she might not fall. Taking the 
powder, she placed it ather bosom; 
and gave her neck willingly to be 
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bound, with an ardent prayer commend- 
ing herself to the hands of her faithful 
God and Saviour. She then closed her 
eyes, bowed down her head, and was 
soon strangled, and afterwards burnt to 
ashes: instead of this life, to get anim- 
mortal crown in heaven. VERITE. 


I 


FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS’ SOCIETY, 
BOSTON. 


“1 caLiEp,” says one of the trustees 
in her report, “one cold winter's 








morning, on an aged widdw, whose sub- | 
sistence had chiefly been on the chari- | 
ties of individuals and the small sums | 
bestowed by this Society, being unable 
to do any thing for her own support.” | 
On asking her what she most needed, 
she replied, “ A little wood, if you 
please—as we are burning our last stick, 
and we have no means of obtaining 
more.” After telling her I would pro- 
cure her some, she observed to her 
daughter, who had been weeping at the 
prospect of their destitute situation : 
“Did I not tell you, our Heavenly Fa- | 
ther would provide some way to relieve | 
our wants? —He never has left me to | 
suffer for the necessaries of life, and I 

believe he never will.”—But, said I, 

what will you do for food ? as my means" 
will only allow me to furnish you a lit- 
tle fuel. “God Almighty,” said she, 
“ who put it into your heart to visit me 
in this time of necessity, will send some ) 
friend to supply my other wants.” She 
left her, wishing many blessings on the | 
Society. 
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ON THE LOVE GOD HATH FOR US, 





“ I wave loved thee with an everlast- 
ing love” Jer. xxxi. 5. Before all ages, | 
and even before we had being, God 
thought of us, and thought of us only 


= 
every kind of blessing. Our infideli- 
ties and ingratitudes, numerous as they 
are, have not dried up the fountain of 
his gifts, nor stopped the course of his 
mercies. O love without beginning, 
which has loved us during infinite ages, 
even when we were neither sensible of 
it, nor could acknowledge it! 0 love 
without measure, which has made us 
what we are, and which promises us in- 
finitely more! O love without inter- 
ruption, and without inconstancy, which 
all the bitter waters of our iniquities 
could never extinguish! O my God, is 
there a heart that is not pierced with 
gratitude, love, and tenderness ! 


But, what do we behoid? A God, 
who, after having given all, gave up 
himself! A God, who comes to seek 
after us, even when we are lost! He 
» who condescended to take the form of 
a slave, to deliver us from the slavery of 
our enemies! He who made himself 
poor toenrich us! He who calls us and 
pursues us, wherever we fly! I:e who 
expired in torments, to save us from the 


| arms of death, and gave us in stead a 


happy life! Yet how often do we re- 
fuse both him and the life he offers! 
What should we take a man to be, who 
should love another as God loves us; 
and what afflictions do not those de- 
serve, who, after this great sacrifice, 
will not love the Lord Jesus Christ! 


FENELON. 


SENTIMENTS OF DIVINE LOVE. 


** We love him, because he first loved 
us.’ 1 John iv. 19. But when shall 
we return love for love? When shall 
we seek after him who seeks afier us, 
and who bears us in his arms? It is 
within his tender and fatherly bosom 
that we forget him ; it is through the 
sweetness of his gifts that we cease to 





todo us good. His meditations were 
in eternity ; his performances in time 
Nis bountiful hand has bestowed on us 





think of him. What he gives us every 
moment, instead of tenderly affecting, 
does but serve to amuse. He is the 
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fountain of al] pleasures ; the creatures 
are but the channels, and the channel 
makes us count the source as noting. 
His immense love pursues us every 
where. and we continually fly from its 
pursuits ! 
see him no where! 


He is every where, and we 
We think our 
selves alone when we have none but 
him! He doeth all, and we rely not 
upon him in any thing! We think our 
affairs to be all desperate, when we have 
no resource Jeft us but what his provi- 
dence can supply, as if infinite and al- 
mighty love was able to do nothing. O 
monstrous folly! O subversion of the 
whole man! 

Yet thou, 0 Love, bearest with us; 
thou waitest on us with patience with- 
out end, and even seemest by thy ex- 
cess of patience to indulge our ingrati- 
tudes: even they who desire to love 
thee, love thee only for themselves, for 
iheir comfort, or their security. Where 
are they that love thee for thy own 
sake ? Where are they that love thee, 
because they were created for no other 
enl but to love thee? They are un- 
known amongst men, and their names 
are written only in thy book. But to 
what purpose doth the world subsist, if 
we love thee not, and if we love thee 
not so as to be made sensible that the 
love of thee is above every other bless- 


fore “the evil day cometh, when he 
shall say, that he hath no pleasure there- 
in.” 








| in the parish of 


Mr. was a respectable farmer 

He was honest, 

sober, and upright. Regular in his at- 

tendance at church, he was willing te 

| persuade himself that God required no- 

thing farther at his hands—and here he 

mistook moraiity and formality for reli- 

| gion. A short time since, as the farmer 

was walking through his fields, he was 

, attacked by a fierce bull, who gored 

| him in such a dreadful manner, that he 

was carvied home for dead. He imme- 
diately sent for the clergyman; and 
when the clergyman entered his room, 
farmer addressed him to this ef- 
fect,—“1I iuave sent for you—but you 
can do me no good.—All my life time 
Ihave heen scraping for money, and I 
have got it: but what will it do for me 
now? It won’t even buy me a drop of 
water to cool my flaming tongue in 
hell.’ This was all he could say, and 
he then entered upon “that bourne 
from whence no traveller returns,” 

Oh! how lamentable is the consider- 
ation, that hundreds are daily dying uan- 
der the same hopeless cireumstances. 
I call them hopeless, for if “ there is: 
none other name given under heaven 
whereby we can be saved, but the 











ing? ‘This was thy intention in pros | 


ducing withoutthee what is not thyself; 
thy design was to crea‘e beings, who, 
holding all from thee, should devote 
themselves to ihee alone. 


THE DEATH OF THE UNRIGHTEOUS. 


Even those who have lived without 
religion have frequently been compell 


name of Jesus,” they must be without 
|| hope, who neglect the salvation of the 
G spel. 

A money-getting spirit is a fearful 
feature of perdition ; for “ where the 
treasure is, there willthe heart be also.’* 
The Apostle tellsus, “ they that will be 
rich fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction and 
perdition.” 





ed, in a dying hour, to bear their testi 
mory to its worth. An instance of this 
Tam about to record; and if it should 
meet the eye of a careless, thoughtless 
sinner, may the divine blessing lead him 
to the consideration of his danger be- 


The Lord grant that this awful provi- 
|} dence may speak effectually to the 
hearts of many; and that my hearers 
may participate in the benefit, is my 
earnest prayer. 

ScrvuTaTor. 
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CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM. 


Transcribed from the Works of the Rev. Charles 
Simeon, M. A. 


A reuse minister, about three or four 
years after he was ordained, had an op- 
portunity of conversing familiarly with 
the great and venerable leader of the 
Arminians in this kingdom, and wishing 
to improve the occasion to the utter- 
most, he addressed him nearly in the 
following words: “Sir, 1 understand 
that you are called an Arminian, and I || 
have been sometimes called a Calvinist, 
and therefore I suppose we are to draw 
daggers But, before { consent to begin 
the combat, with your permission, I 
will ask you a few questions; not from | 
impertinent curiosity, but for real in- 














struction.” Permission being very | 
readily and kindly granted, the young 
minister preceeded to ask, “ Pray, Sir, | 
do you feel yourself a depraved crea- r 
ture, so depraved that you would never ' 
have thought of turning unto God, if}; 
God had not first put it into your, 
heart?” Yes, says the veteran, I do in- 
deed. ‘“ And do you utterly despair of 
recommending yourself te God by any |; 
thing that you can do, and look for sai- 
vation solelythrough the blood and | 
righteousness vf Christ?’ Yes. solely | 
through Christ.—** But, Sir, supposing 
your were at first saved by Christ, 
are you not, some how or vuther, to 
save yourself afterwards by your own 
No, I must be saved by 
* Allowing 


works ?” 
Christ, from first to last. 
then that you were first turned by the 
grace of God, are you not, in some way 
or other, to keep yourself by your own 
power?” No. 
to be upheld every hour and every mo- 
tment by God, as much as an infant in its 
mother’s arms!” Yes, I have no hope 
but in him. “ Then, Sir, with your 
leave I will put up my dagger again, 
for this is all my Czlvinism ; this is my 


“ What, then, are you 





ee ees 


after some broomsticks, 


no find my humble. 


——tee 
therefore, if you please, instead of 
searching out terms and phrases to be 
a ground of contention between us, we 
will cordis!!v unite in those things 
wherein we agree.” 

The Arminian leader was so pleased 
with the conversation that he made par- 
ticular mention of it in his journal ; 
and, notwithstanding there never after. 
wards was any connexion between the 
parties, he retained an unfeigned re- 
gard for his young inquirer to the hore’ 
of his death. 


THE LONG ISLAND INDIAN. 


Anovr sixty years ago, a very consitl, 


' erable revival of religion took place, 


on the east end of Long Island, an# 
some of the Indians of that place were 
made partakers of the grace of life, 
Several years afterwards, one of the na, 
tives gave the following account of 
himself, in his own way of speaking :— 
** When me first converted, me was a 
poor, vile, black Indian; but me love 
all the Christians and all the ministers 
like my own soul. ‘Afterwards me 
grow, grow, grow, but me no love 
Christians. Then me grow, grow, grow, 
very big; then me no love ministers. 
But one day as me was in the swamp 
me heard a 
voice saying, Indian, how comes it to 
that you no love Christians and 
ministers? Me answer, because me 
know more than all of them. The voice 
sry unto me again—Indian, you have 
lost your humble. Qn thisme began to 


pass 


look, and behold! my Aumbdle was gone. 


Me then go back, back, back, but me 
Me then go back, 
back, back, a great way, and then me 


find my humdle ; and when me find my 
humble, me was poor, vile, black Indian 


election, my ‘ustification by faith, my |} again. Then me love all the Christians 
final perseverance. It is, in substance, |} and all the ministers, just as me love my 
a thst ET bold, and gs I hold it, and j own soul” 
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SELECT SENTENCE. 


AtTuovGn it cannot be enjoined, that 
the greatest part of our time be spent | 
4n the direct actions of devotion and 


business of the Spirit, as much as we 
,can; because God rewaras our minutes 
| with long and eternal happiness ; and 
the greater portion of our time we 
give to God, the more we treasure up 


religion, yet it will become, not only a for ourselves: and no man is a better 
duty, but a'so a great providence, tolay merchant than he that lays out his time 
aside for the services of God and the upon God and his money upon the poor. 


———< a 
AGENT’sS ACCOUNT. 


Quarterly return from the Agent, to the Treasurer of the Convention, for the 
guarter ending the 31st October, 1825. 

















For Foreign Missions. For Domestic Missions. 
Met. 11. By the hand of E, Tucker, Fre- | By appropriations of Government for 
donia, N. Y. B5 00 |) the quarter ending 30th Sept. 1825, viz. : 
For General Missionary Purposes. For Withington School——Creek Indians, $150 0B 
Aug. 2. By dividend of stock—(the Greg- || For Valley ‘Towns School—Cherokee Inds. 125 00 
ory Legacy,) 27 50 || For Tinsewattee School—Cherokee Inds, 62 50 
@et. 3. By Anna Ball, from the Athol Fe For Carey School—Putawatomie Indians, 150 00 
male Charitable Society, Mss. 9 00 || For Vonnewanda School—Seneca Indians, 75 00 
ile By E. Tucker, Fredonia, N. Y., || For Buildings at Tonnewanda, 166 66 
($10 45 for other purposes,) 55 |) For Buildings at Withington, $17 70 
tM. By the hand of Noah Davis, pro- For Oneida School, two quarters, 200 00 
ceeds of a mission box kept by Oct. 1i. By the hand of F. Tueker, 
Mrs. Nancy Taylor, Accomack Fredonia, N. Y. 5 45 
co. Va. 2 50 7 
4i. By same, do, Mrs. Tabitha Wat- Foreign Missions, aay 
son, Accomack co. Vac 3 50 General Missionary Purposes, $54 39 
2). By the hand of Silas Ambler, Dan- 
bury, Ct. collected at Union As- Total quarterly retarm, S811 70 
sBriatien, 11 34 {| F 
S54 39 | 
ene teal, 
—>>- 


COLUMBIAN COLLEGE. 





Hloney received by the Treasurer of the Columbian Coltege, Curing the montis of 
October, 1825. 


For the New Building. 
Oct. 1. By Jobn Golding, 


' To extinguish College Debt. 
5 00 | ee. 11. By the hand of Noah Davis; 


By Thomas Swann, 20 00 i Norfolk, Va. from 

1l. By H. Lee, 20 00 || J. Hendren, &1 00 

14. Bya friend to Religion & Science, 1000 60 | Sarah Hendren, 1 00 
24. By Samuel H. Smith, 20 00 J. Decormis, 1 00~——-3. 66 
$1065 00 | By Phineas Davis, Alabama, 20.98 
For endowing the Prefecoreli of Mat. and Nat. 23 00 
osophy. For the New Building, $1065 Co 
Get. &. By J. A. Ranaldson, Louisiana, 100 00 | ¥or endowing Professorship, &¢. $200 00 
Ry Pia Bradford, do. 100 60 | oS ee 








$200 00 i} Tetai in Ocetmher, 1288 00 


* . 
Fe 






































































THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 











POETRY. 






——— So 


UNTO HIM WHOIS ABLE, Kc. 
Jude 24, 25. 
‘Unto Him, who is able and willing to 
keep 
@ur souls from each ruinous snare ; 
Unto Him, the good Shepherd, who 
guardeth the sheep 
Consigned to His vigilant care! 
Unto Him, who is worthy of infinite 
trust ; 
Whose wisdom admits no surprise ; 
Whose love from the depths of Eternity 
burst ;— 
Let the song of thanksgiving arise ! 
Unto Him, who is able our souls to pre- 
sent 
Unblemished, and pure, at His throne ; 
With a joy anda triumph whose bound- 
less extent, 
Will be only surpassed by His own !— 
Whose power can each purpose of mer- 
cy fuifil, 
To the helpless who on Him repose ; 
Who speaks, and the Universe bows to 
His will, 
As of old at His will it arose !-— 
Unto Him, who has pledged His own 
life to defend, 
Every step of our passage to Heaven ; 
Let the incense of Time and Eternity 
blend !— 
Be glory and gratitude given ! 
N.wror, 
[Ch. Watchman. 


i 


HEAVEN. 

“* This world is alla fleeting show.” 
Tusare is an hour of peaceful rest, 

To mourning wand’rers given ; 
There is a tear for souls distrest, 
A balm for ev’ry wounded breast ; 

’Tis found above—in Heaven! 
There isa soft, a downy bed— 

’Tis fair as breath of even ; 


== 
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| A couch for weary mortals spread, 


Where they may rest the aching head, 
And find repose—in Heaven ! 

There isa home for weeping souls, 
By sin and sorrow driven ; 

When tost on life’s tempestuous shoals, 

Where storms arise and ocean rolls, 
And all is drear—but Heaven! 

There faith lifts up the tearful eye, 
The heart with anguish riven ,; 

And views the tempest passing by, 

The evening shadows quickly fly, 
And ajl se: ene—in Heaven! 

These fragrant flowers immortal bloom, 
And joys supreme are given : 

There rays divine disperse the gloom, 

Beyond the confines of the tomb, 
Appears——the dawn of Heaven! 

True Amer. 


———— 


THE GRIEF OF JUDAH. 
By Thomas Moore. 


Hush’d is the voice of Judah’s mirth— 
And Judah’s minstrels, too, are gone; 

And harps that told Messiah’s birth 
Are hung on Heaven’s eternal throne. 


Fled is the bright and shining throng 
That swell’d on earth the welcome 
strain, 
And lost in air the choral song 
That fioated wild on David's plain : 


For dark and sad is Bethlehem’s fate, 
Her valieys gush with human blood ; 


Despair sits mourning at: her gate, 


And murder stalks in frantic mood. 
At morn the mother’s heart was light, 
Her infant bloom’d upon her breast ; 
At eve ’twas pale and wither’d quite, 
And gone to its eternal rest. 
Weep on, ye childless mothers, weep— 
Your babes are hush’d in one cold 
grave ; 
In Jordan’s streams thcir spirits sleep, 
Their blood is mingled with the wave. 






